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Colony at the court of the mother country, and presiding magistrate of 
the court of Gloucester county, Virginia. 

In these offices he was distinguished as a hard and conscientious 
worker, and had few equals and no superior in the way he discharged 
his duties. 

He not only deserved his honors, but lent dignity to them, as well by 
his handsome person as by the stateliness of his bearing and brilliant 
powers of mind. 

He was especially distinguished for many high qualities — for his 
learning in the law, which was extraordinary, for his unbounded gene- 
rosity to his indigent clients, his simple, but elegant hospitality, his 
truthfulness without a suspicion of deceit, and his kindliness unaffected 
by the slightest assumption. 

At length incessant labor, to the great sorrow of his friends, proved 
too much for his health, and after a lingering sickness he died on the 
6th of March, 1737, aged forty-four years. 

By his wife, Susanna, the youngest daughter of Hon. Peter Beverley, 
of Gloucester county, he had three sons and one daughter. 



WILL OF WILLIAM DAINGEKFIELD. 

In the name of God, amen. I, William Daingerfield, of the 
county of Essex, being sick, but in my perfect senses, do make 
and ordain this to be my last will and testament, vizi, First, to 
my son William Daingerfield, I give negro man Davy; also my 
silver Tankard and large silver Waiter, besides w* I have already 
given him. I give to my daughter, Elizabeth Daingerfield, my 
negro woman Lydia, known by the name of old Lydia, with her 
sons, daughters and grandchildren, besides those I've already 
delivered her; also my silver soup spoon and newest silver cann, 
in full of any claim she may have against my estate. I give to 
my daughter, Ann Bushrod Meridith, my negro wench, black 
Patt, besides the negroes already given to her, in full of all de- 
mands against me ; and to her daughter, Letitia Meridith, I give 
Sarah, daughter to yellow Patt. I give to my daughter, Lucy 
Daingerfield, my negro girle, Fanny, daughter to Sue. I give 
my son, Leroy Daingerfield, my negro boy called Fulla Jack. I 
give to my daughter, Hannah Daingerfield, my negro wench 
Janey, and her increase, Preston, Townside, Janey, Peter Arm- 
stead, great Peter, Portobago Hannah. I give one-third part 
of my negroes, stock, and furniture, after the above legacies and 
my debts are paid, to be divided between my four children, Molly, 
Martha, Lucy and Leroy Daingerfield. Molly to take her choice 
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of any girle belong to me, they not claiming any part of my 
Estate during the life of their mother. The remainder of my 
negroes, stocks and furniture I lend my wife, Apphia Dainger- 
field, during her life; and after her decease, I give what I now 
lend her to be divided between her children, Milly, Martha, Lucy, 
Leroy and Hannah Daingerfield, the survivors or representatives 
of them, they not claiming anything from my estate as arrears of 
debt. I give to my friend, Mr. Isaac Scandrett, a mourning ring, 
Forty shillings sterling value, and to Mrs. Sarah Scandrett one 
of the same value. I give to my cousin, Eobinson Daingerfield, 
a mourning ring of forty shillings sterling value. I give to my 
son, Leroy Daingerfield, four hundred pounds sterling, to pur- 
chase some land ; and as soon as the money can be got, w ch money 
is to be paid out the legacy my son John Daingerfield lately left 
me in the Indies. The remainder of the legacy my son John 
gave me, I give to be divided among my wife and children, Leroy 
excluded from any more. 

Lastly, I constitute and appoint my wife my executrix of this 
my last will and testament. Given under my hand and seal this 
Eight day of April, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven. 

Wm. Daingerfield (L. 8.) 

Signed, sealed, published & declared in the presence of us, 
Wm. Carter, Jas. Emerson, John Seager. 

The word (give) in the first line of my son William's gift was 
interlined before signed, and so was the word ring in Mr. Scan- 
drett's gift. 

At a court held for Essex county, at Tappahannock, on the 16 
day of October, 1769, this last will and testament of William 
Daingerfield, dec'd, was presented in court, and proved by the 
witnesses, and ordered to be recorded. 

Teste : John Lee, Glk. 

And at a court held for the said county, at Tappahannock, on 
the 18 day of December following, this will was again presented 
in court, and on the motion of Meriwether Smith, gent. (Apphia 
Daingerfield, widow, and Wm. Daingerfield, son and heir at law 
of the testator, having refused to take upon them the execution 
hereof) admon, with the will annexed, is granted him and a 
certificate for obtaining letters of admon in due form of law. 
Teste : John Lee, Clh. 

A copy. Teste. H. Southworth, Clerk. 



